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Dear JRLA Families and Staff:  

 

Following the notice that there are now two confirmed cases of COVID-19 

(Coronavirus) in Michigan, including one in Wayne County, Governor Whitmer 

declared a state of emergency. We want to ensure that our families and staff have 

the most up to date information during this rapidly evolving situation and the 

steps our schools are taking to mitigate the transmission of the virus. We 

understand the important role that schools play in promoting public health and 

the responsibility in slowing the spread of disease in the local community. We at 

Jalen Rose Leadership Academy take this responsibility very seriously.  

 

First, community mitigation strategies are crucial to slowing the transmission of 

Coronavirus disease in Michigan, particularly before a vaccine or treatment 

becomes available. These strategies provide essential protections to individuals at 

risk of severe illness and to health care and other critical infrastructure 

workforces. Preventing a sudden, sharp increase in the number of people infected 

with COVID-19 will help minimize disruptions to daily life and limit the demand on 

health care providers and facilities. Everyone has some measure of responsibility 

to help limit the spread of this disease. Even individuals who are healthy can help 

prevent the spread of COVID-19 to others.  

We should continue to follow basic personal hygiene measures that will mitigate 

the spread of the virus. We have communicated these healthy habits and will 

continue to emphasize their importance with our school community. Additionally, 

at  this time, we will be implementing the following strategies:  

 

● Educating students and the community about COVID-19 and preventative 

hygiene practices. 

● Cancellation of all field trips and before/after school activities until further 

notice. 

● Cancellation of large gatherings, including athletic events, special events or 

student assemblies. Additional information on Report Card Pick Up will be 

distributed at a later date. 

● Encouraging our staff and students to stay home when sick. 

● Reporting influenza-like activity, absenteeism, and potential school 

dismissals to public health officials. 

● Separate sick students and staff from others until they can go home.  

● Communicate and reinforce best practices for washing hands and covering 

coughs and sneezes. 

● Regularly clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces, like doorknobs, 

keyboards, cell phones, and light switches. 

http://www.jrladetroit.com/


● Exploring online learning opportunities in the event our buildings are to be 

closed. More information will be forthcoming.  

● Custodial staff to continue their preventative deep cleaning and 

disinfecting and intensified disinfecting to take place each week. 
● Our team will consider altering schedules for entry/dismissal to reduce the 

mixing of large numbers of students and staff. 

● Our team will consider having students eat meals in their classrooms as 

opposed to a cafeteria-like setting, or alter meal schedules for 

smaller-group gatherings. 

 

Finally, we want to reassure everyone in our community that we continue to keep 

our lines of communications open with health and governmental agencies 

regularly for changes that could inform our daily operation. As we have more 

information, we will share it with the community. 

  

The links in this letter, along with other information, has been posted on our 

website at www.jrladetroit.com.  
  

Thank you for your patience and cooperation during this time. Our first priority 

always and will continue to remain the safety and security of our scholars and 

staff.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Mrs. Wendie Lewis, ED. S 

Principal 

Jalen Rose Leadership Academy 

 

 

Talking to Children about COVID-19 - Parent Resource from NASP 

Corona Virus Resources - ASCA 

Talking to Teens and Tweens About CoronaVirus - NYTimes 

Talking to Kids About The Corona Virus - ChildMind 

Just For Kids: A Comic Exploring The New Coronavirus - NPR 
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